Relationships
Mr. Howard, Christian Recovery Minister

Relationships To find and keep meaningful relationships alive and well, we have to first

define some things about ourselves. | speak now of those who love God, and have asked

Jesus to be their savior. Here are some of my personal guidelines, and | think you will likely

agree with me on these thoughts

1. Please listen to my message on Facebook under Celebrate Recovery "God has a
Plan for Your Life" https://www.facebook.com/crgwd/videos/546790862701199/

2. Determine Gods plan for your life Jeremiah 29:11 This starts with putting into writing

your vision of the future, | call this "Your Next". | believe God gives each one of us this
vision

3. Pray at least to God about the vision in the morning with your morning devotional, and
in the evening when you are ready for sleep. Pray "Heavenly Father, is

this part of your plan for my life"? Do this for 1 week

4. List the steps you think must be taken to reach "Your Next" add these steps to your

daily prayer.

Do not, let Satan tell you that you cannot do this, Romans 8:28 "And we know that God
works all things together for the good of those who love Him, who are called

according to His purpose"

5. Pray to God about these steps each day as you did about your vision

6. Start working the steps Matthew 7:7-12 (NIV) 7 “Ask and it will be given to you;
seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone
who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the

door will be opened”.,
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Now as for your relationships, you must evaluate them, will they aid or hold you back from
reaching your next, your vision.? Those you select to be friends/in close relationships must
add to your spiritual growth and not take away from it. Here are some pointers if the

relationship is a long term possible husband/wife;

1. Is the person a Christian? A true Christian is a person who has put faith and trust in
the person and work of Jesus Christ, including His death on the cross as payment for
sins and His resurrection on the third day. John 1:12 tells us, “Yet to all who
received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God.” The mark of a true Christian is love for others and obedience to
God’s Word (1 John 2:4, 10). A true Christian is indeed a child of God, a part of
God’s true family, and one who has been given new life in Jesus Christ.

2. Does this person practice moral and Christian behavior?

3. Does this person have a mapped out future? ie education, career etc.

4. Does this person love you or use you?

We all have to make hard decisions about our relationships. pick people who will add to

your success, and happiness.

Love, relationships naturally develop into love, love is not an emotion of the moment, it is
rather a life style, behavior and affection. In 1 Corinthians 13: 4-7, Paul speaks of love;
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. ° It
does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no
record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always

protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
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How do, your relationships compare with Paul's definition?

Choose carefully who you want to have a relationship with. A person's actions speak louder
than their words. Relationships with someone you want as your mate should be part of the

vision God has for you.
| do hope that these comments on Relationships give you some basic guidance.

Pastor Howard
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